106     JOURNEY FROM SOOH TO ACRE,
It was about nine o'clock when we crossed a
stone bridge where we mounted to enter Acre..
The approach to this city is rendered interesting
by the appearance of gardens and cultivated
land without, and by the full foliage of innu-
merable trees rearing their heads within the
walls. The city itself stands at the extremity
of a plain on the sea-shore, insomuch that we
were obliged to descend on approaching its
south-eastern gate of entrance.
The view of the city from hence presents the
appearance of large and substantial buildings,
but has nothing of splendour: as, besides the
flat-roofed houses, and the mere points of some
low minarehs, there are only the spire and two
domes of one mosque visible from any distance.
This tall and slender column has neither the
lightness nor the gay ornament which charac-
terize sortie of the minarehs of Egypt, and par-
ticularly those of Menzaleh on the eastern lakes,
but resembles more the style of those used in
Smyrna; namely, a' plain tapered shaft, with a
gallery scarcely distinguishable from the rest,
crowned by a blue conical summit.
The walls of the city appear to be of consider-
able strength. Those of the northern angle are
turretted round with pointed battlements like the
sea-side walls of Mokha; and the south-eastern
front presents a range of cannon pointed through